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1.  REQUIRED TEXTS
God, Evil and Ethics: A Primer in the Philosophy of Religion, Eric v.d. Luft. Gegensatz Press: Syracuse, NY, 2004.
Writing Philosophy: A Student’s Guide to Writing Philosophy Essays, Lewis Vaughn. Oxford University Press: New York/Oxford, 2006.
2.  COURSE DESCRIPTION

There has been a resurgence of religious fundamentalism in recent years. Fundamentalist views of religion are gaining increasing numbers of adherents both in the U.S. and the rest of the world. This reflects what some have referred to as the spiritual crisis of modernity. The ”modern” worldview attempts to demystify reality, to reduce human experience to purely mechanistic terms. A mechanical view of reality leaves little room, however, for ideas such as good and evil, mystery and moral or spiritual edification. Yet these ideas have not only been central to human experience throughout history, they appear ineradicable elements of it. They persist despite the apparent inability of the modern worldview to accommodate them. This has led many to reject the modern world view in favor of much older and, in many instances, simplistic world views that, despite their shortcomings, will at least provide room for the spiritual side of human experience. 


Fortunately, religion is far more complex than its various fundamentalist instantiations. There are many complex and sophisticated interpretations of religion that can answer the current spiritual crisis without requiring a rejection of modernity. Natural theology assumes, for example, that there are important aspects of religious truth that can be understood through reason alone, that reason is, in this sense, entirely consistent with religion. Revealed theology assumes some sort of divine revelation is prerequisite to understanding religious truth, but some versions of revealed theology consider the revelation in question to be substantially, if not entirely, personal so that the responsibility for a proper understanding of religious truth rests with the individual rather than with some objective religious authority. We will explore some of these more promising and challenging interpretations of religion and religious questions. Our objective will be to come to a better and richer understanding of both religion in general and the spiritual dimension of human experience in particular.


The readings are numbered according to the order in which we will address them. Dates are not attached to this schedule. This gives us the flexibility to spend more or less time on individual sections according to the interest of the students and the dynamic of class discussions. Dates for individual reading assignments will be announced in class. Each class session will begin with a brief review of the reading assigned for that class. A number of questions generated by this reading will then serve as the focus of the discussion, which will form the bulk of the classroom activity. 

Each student will be required to pick a particular religious tradition on which to do a presentation. Part of the preparation for these presentations will involve viewing a film on the tradition that has been put on reserve in the library. 


Each student will also be asked to do a written evaluation of the religious dimension of a popular film. A list of films will be provided on the course website. The films on this list are, however, only suggestions. Any popular film is fair game for analysis, so long as the student can demonstrate in his or her analysis that the film provides rich food for spiritual thought.

Finally, it is important that we keep track of our progress and the insights we come to. Three students will therefore be chosen to take the minutes of each class meeting and one of these students will be selected to read the minutes at the beginning of the following class. 


The last part of the course will look at topics students select themselves.

3.  PURPOSES OF THE COURSE

One of the purposes of this course is to get students to examine some of their most fundamental beliefs about religion. Another is to expose them to the wealth of sophisticated and challenging versions of religion that have preoccupied philosophers and theologians throughout history. A third purpose is to develop in students an appreciation of and respect for the spiritual dimension of human experience. Finally, the last and most overarching purpose of the course is to teach students that the effort to understand existence and one’s place in it is inherently rewarding.

3. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. Class Participation----30% (including participation in class discussions, presentations and miscellaneous homework assignments and quizzes)

B. Essay papers-----------45% (10%, 15% and 20%)

C. Final Exam Essay-------25%
Grading scale for the essays:

90-100 = A

75-79 = B

60-64 = C

45-49 = D

85-89
= A-

70-74 = B-

55-59 = C-

40-44 = D-

80-84
= B+

65-69 = C+

50-54 = D+

35-39 = F

Point breakdown for essay grades

Introduction–
20

Background–
20

Argument–
30

Conclusion–
10

Style–

20

________________
Total–

100

A. Class Participation. 

Students must attend every class and complete the reading assigned for each day before that day's class. There will occasionally be a brief quiz over the reading for a particular class. There will also occasionally be homework assignments. Space is provided on the syllabus for students to write in the homework assignments as they are announced. In addition to attendance, homework, quizzes and presentations, participation includes active involvement in class discussions. This course will be run as a seminar course and students will be graded on the quality rather than the quantity of their contribution to the discussion. No disruption of the discussion will be tolerated. That means, among other things, that students must turn their cell phones off before they enter the classroom and students may not leave the class room once class has started. 
Students may use computers for taking notes, but if the professor calls on a student who is using a computer and the student cannot answer the question, or must have the question repeated before he or she can answer it, then the professor will assume that the student has not been using the computer to take notes, but has instead been using it to surf the web or to do email and the student in question will receive an “unexcused absence” for that day’s class.


Students with documented disabilities who need course accommodations, have emergency medical information or require special arrangements for building evacuation should contact the instructor within the first two weeks of class. Verification of any special arrangements needs to be made through the Office of Disability Services, 3201 Arch Street, Suite 210. For further information visit: http://www.drexel.edu/disability/.


Students are advised to refer to the provost’s website for policies relating to adding, dropping and withdrawing from courses: http://www.drexel.edu/provost/policies/default.asp.

B. Essays. 

There will be three essay papers during the term. Each paper should be approximately 600-800 words (i.e., 2-3 typed, double-spaced pages). The most important criteria used in the evaluation of both the papers turned in in class and the exam essays will be clarity and coherence. A clear, well-written essay will receive a better grade than a confusing, incoherent, but highly original paper. The highest marks, however, will go to papers that are clear, coherent and original. Some of the comments on the graded essays will appear only as numbers. Students should refer to the "Key to Comments" at the end of the syllabus for information about what these numbers mean.


Students may rewrite the first essay to improve their grade, but only on the condition that they come and discuss the first graded version with the professor before doing the rewrite. Rewrites must be submitted, however, no later than one week after the original version was returned and must be accompanied by the original, graded version of the paper. They must incorporate substantial, rather than merely stylistic, improvements on the original version if they are to result in an elevated grade. The final grade a student receives for an assignment that has been rewritten will be an average of the original grade and the grade on the revised version of the paper.


Papers may be submitted via e-mail only in extreme circumstances and then only with the prior permission of the professor. Students are responsible for retaining both the electronic and the graded versions of all work submitted during the term. They are also responsible for establishing, by the ninth week of the term, whether they have failed to submit any of the required assignments. No credit will be given for work submitted after the tenth week of the term. 

C. Final Exam Essay

There will be a final exam in the form of an essay on a topic the student selects from a list provided by the professor.
4. READING, WRITING, AND COMPUTING: WHERE TO GET HELP

A. Reading Skills

Students will seldom be required to read more than 20 pages for any single class. Philosophical writing is often difficult, however, so students must be sure they allow enough time to complete each reading before the class for which it has been assigned. The readings will require that students possess a college-level vocabulary and that they exercise good thinking skills. Although technical terms peculiar to philosophy will be explained by the instructor, students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the meanings of new terms and concepts encountered in the readings. I this connection, every student should refer to a comprehensive collegiate dictionary such as Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary or The American Heritage College Dictionary. In addition, there are several very good encyclopedias and dictionaries of philosophy. The Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Vols. I-VIII) edited by Paul Edwards is the standard. One of the best dictionaries of philosophy is The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy (1994), but there are several others. The instructor is always available during office hours to assist students in clarifying any terms, concepts, ideas or arguments that are initially opaque and confusing.

B. Writing Skills 

Students who wish help in developing their writing skills should visit the Drexel Writing Center. The people at the Writing Center are experts in elucidating the analytical skills that can help you organize and develop your ideas. They are trained in explaining, among other things, the structuring outlining, developmental sequencing, and presentation of written summaries, argumentative essays and research papers. If you are insecure about your writing skills, please visit the Writing Center before handing in any written work assigned in this course.
C. Computing Skills

I assume that you are sufficiently skilled in the use of a word-processing application, and you know how to use e-mail. Make sure that you check your Drexel email account regularly. Students are required to use this account for Drexel business because it is the account professors will use to contact students. Also, whenever possible, use the email function of the course website. Help is available from the Information Desk in room 114 of the Korman Center if you have any difficulty reading an email relating to the course or using the course website. Www.epistemelinks.com is an excellent philosophy web site with links to hundreds of other philosophy sites.

5. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

See http://www.drexel.edu/provost/policies/academic_dishonesty.asp
6. ATTENDANCE POLICY

Philosophy courses are primarily concerned with the development of critical and analytical skills. Most of this development takes place as a result of exposure to and participation in class discussions. Regular attendance is thus an important part of the course. Students who are unable to attend a particular class are responsible for contacting another student to find out what was covered in that class and whether there was a homework assignment. Students are not to contact the professor for this information. 


Three unexcused absences will nullify any credit the student might have received for participation in class discussion. Students with more than three unexcused absences will be considered as having failed to meet the requirements for the course. Students with more than two consecutive absences at any point during the first three weeks of the term are responsible for alerting the professor to the fact of their continued enrollment immediately upon their return to class. Any student who fails to do this will be considered to have withdrawn from the course.

7. POLICY RELATING TO LATE SUBMISSIONS

A request for an extension beyond any assignment due date must be made via e-mail, with supporting reasons, at least 72 hours prior to the due date. Unexcused late submissions will result in the depreciation of 1/3 of a grade for every day the paper is late. Failure to submit an assignment by the end of the tenth week will result in an "F" for that assignment.

8. Meaning of numbered comments on essays.

1. Add a sentence explaining what you are going to do in the rest of the paper.

2. Define term(s) or explain who this person, or what this thing, is.

3. Develop this point in more detail.

4. I don’t understand this.

5. You are repeating yourself.

6. Awkwardly worded. Try rewording this to make it clearer.

7. This is not a complete reference/you need a reference here.

8. This is too vague. You need to be more specific.

9.  It is not clear how this is supposed to be relevant.

10. Please proofread your paper.

12. This reads like a direct quotation. If it is, you need to put it in quotation marks and include a reference for it.

13. Can you give an example to illustrate this point?

14. You are begging the question.

15. You need to produce evidence to support this.

10. Reading Schedule

Readings and other assignments are broken down into numbered units. The precise readings for each class will be announced at the beginning and end of the preceding class. Students who miss a class are required to contact another student in the course for information concerning what he or she missed and what is to be covered in the next class.

Unit 1: Chapter 1: “Why is the Philosophy of Religion important?” (pp. 1-8).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 2: Chapter 2: “Is God Real?” (pp. 9-38). Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologae, “Five Ways” (all); Anselm, Prosologium (excerpt); William Paley, Natural Theology Chapter One, “State of the Argument” (all).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 3: Chapter 3: “How Can God Be Known?) (pp. 39-54). René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, “Third Meditation: Of God: That he Exists” (all).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 4: Chapter 4: “Faith and Reason or Faith vs. Reason?” (pp. 55-74). G.W.F. Hegel, “Hinrichs-Forward” excerpt; M.G. Piety, “Kierkegaard on Rationality,” from Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology of Contemporary Views. Boston: Jones and Bartlett, 1996.
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 5: Chapter 5: “What is Religious Experience?” (pp. 75-88). William James, Varieties of Religious Experience, Chapter One, “Religion and Neurology” (excerpt).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 6: Chapter 6: “Who is Religious and What is Faith?” (pp. 89-102). Blaise Pascal, Pensées, “The Wager” (excerpt); W.K. Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief” Part One, “The Duty of Inquiry” (all); William James, “The Will to Believe” (excerpt); William James, “Is Life Worth Living” (excerpt)

Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 7: Chapter 7: “What is God?” (pp. 103-110). Boethius, Consolation of Philosophy, Book Five (excerpt); René Descartes, “Letter to Princess Elisabeth, January 1646” (excerpt).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 8: Chapter 8: “Does Religion Need the Supernatural?” (pp111-116). Immanuel Kant, Religion Within the Bounds of Mere Reason, Part Four, “On Service and Pseudo-Service Under the Control of the Good Principle, or, on Religion and Clericalism” (excerpt).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 9: Chapter 9: “Do Miracles Occur?” (pp. 117-132). David Hume, “Of Miracles” (all).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 10: Chapter 10: “What is Evil and Why Does it Exist?” (pp. 133-144). Gottfried Wilhelm Freiherr von Leibniz, Theodicy, “Summary in Syllogistic Form” (all).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 11: Chapter 11: “What Happens After Death?” (pp. 145-202). Plato, Phaedo (all); John Stuart Mill, An Examination of Hamilton’s Philosophy, Chapter Seven, “The Philosophy of the Conditioned as Applied by Mr. Mansel to the Limits of Religious Thought” (excerpt).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 12: Chapter 12: “What is Spirituality?” (pp. 203-220). Plato, Euthyphro (all); Josiah Royce, The Philosophy of Loyalty, Chapter Eight, “Loyalty and Religion” (excerpt).
Unit 13: Chapter 13: “How Does Religion Affect Personal Ethics?” (pp. 221-232). David Hume, “On Suicide” (all); John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, Chapter Four, “Of the Limits of the Authority of Society over the Individual” (excerpt).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 14: Chapter 14: “How Does Religion Affect Social Ethics?” (pp. 233-244). James Fitzjames Stephen, Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, Chapter Six, “Fraternity” (excerpt).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

Unit 15: Chapter 15: “What is a Religious Life?” (pp. 245-252). John Stuart Mill, Autobiography, Chapter Two (excerpt).
Homework: ________________________________________________________

